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Venice, Campo San Vio, Dorsoduro 864 

19 September – 15 November 2015
The Palazzo Cini Gallery
Some great art works go on show in the autumn season at the museum-house, including two masterpieces by Titian and Veronese portraying Daniele Barbaro, displayed together for the first time ever

The Palazzo Cini autumn season begins in September with plenty of new things to see. On the second floor there will be a homage to the humanist Daniele Barbaro constructed round two portraits of Daniele Barbaro by Titian and Veronese, exceptional loans from the Museo del Prado and the Rijksmuseum for the 500th anniversary of the Venetian humanist, plus an exhibition of 18th-century Veneto drawings from the Cini collections 

The exhibition of drawings also boasts an illustrious “guest”: a Venetian Capriccio with portico by Francesco Guardi from the Musée Jacquemart-André, Paris
The autumn season at Palazzo Cini a San Vio will open on 19 September with the arrival of some fascinating art works. The second floor of the museum-house, which was once Vittorio Cini’s home and now contains masterpieces from the great patron’s personal collection,  will host two exhibitions: a show of two portraits of Daniele Barbaro, masterpieces by Titian and Veronese, lent by the Museo del Prado and the Rijksmuseum, on view together for the first time to mark the celebrations for the 500th anniversary of the birth of the Venetian humanist, promoted by the Veneto Region; and an exhibition of 18th-century Veneto drawings from the Cini collections with works by Canaletto, Guardi, Tiepolo, Piazzetta and Zanetti, together with a Venetian Capriccio with portico by Francesco Guardi from the Musée Jacquemart-André, Paris. This year the  Palazzo Cini Gallery at San Vio is again open until 15 November 2015 in partnership with Assicurazioni Generali.

From 19 September to 15 November 2015, the exhibition spaces on the second floor of the Palazzo Cini will host an important tribute to the Venetian humanist Daniele Barbaro (1514-1570). A  highly refined patron and leading light in intellectual discussions in the cultural circles of the Serenissima, Barbaro also commissioned major works from prominent artists, such as Palladio and Veronese. He is being celebrated this year thanks to an initiative by the Veneto Region for the 500th anniversary of his birth. The Palazzo Cini Gallery will host two celebrated portraits of the illustrious patrician by Titian and Veronese, both considered to be masterpieces of Renaissance portraiture. From the Museo del Prado, Madrid, the painting by Titian portrays Barbaro in a three-quarter pose, aged about thirty, with the introspective gaze of a scholar (c. 1545). Veronese’s portrait from the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, on the other hand, depicts him as an older man (1560-61), dressed in clerical vestments with a greyish-purple cape and a bishop’s three-cornered hat (in 1550 he had been made Patriarch of Aquileia). The show of the two works will be complemented by a day of lectures on Daniele Barbaro and his cultural context to be given by leading experts in the field on the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore on 4 November.

In the spirit of the memorable exhibitions of drawings organised in the 20th century, the Institute of Art History is also presenting – on the second floor of the Palazzo Cini from 19 September to 15 November 2015 – a rich selection of 18th-century Veneto drawings from the Fondazione Cini Drawings and Prints Cabinet, with the aim of promoting and making known to the public the wealth and value of its graphic art collections. The fascinating itinerary includes splendid works by Canaletto, Guardi, Giambattista and Giandomenico Tiepolo, Giambattista Piazzetta, Ludovico Dorigny, Antonio Pellegrini, Giambattista Pittoni, Giuseppe Zais and Bernardino Bison. Most of them were previously in the Fiocco and Fissore Pozzi collections. They will be accompanied by a large watercolour View of San Giorgio Maggiore, attributed to Francesco Guardi and donated by Paul Wallraf, whose graphic art collection was exhibited at the Foundation in 1959. Lastly, the same exhibition includes a selection of unforgettable portraits from the variegated world of 18th-century Venice from the album of caricatures by Anton Maria Zanetti, donated to the Foundation by Vittorio Cini in 1968. The opportunity to exhibit the drawings arose with the arrival of an illustrious “guest”: the marvellous gouache by the Venetian vedutista Francesco Guardi, depicting the striking architectural Capriccio (c. 1760), which can now be compared with a View of San Giorgio Maggiore attributed to the same artist in the Cini collection. The Capriccio was lent by the Musée Jacquemart-André di Parigi in exchange for the loan of Pontormo’s Portrait of Two Friends from the Cini Gallery for an exhibition on 16th-century Florentine portraiture (Florence. Portraits à la cour des Médicis, Musée Jacquemart-André, Paris; 11 September 2015-25 January 2016). Lastly, on the first floor of the Gallery, the Madonna di Pontassieve by Fra Angelico, on loan from the Uffizi, will continue to be on show until 28 September.

A treasure chest of masterpieces – including around thirty Tuscan School paintings and Ferrarese Renaissance paintings – the Palazzo Cini San at San Vio re-opened last April with the arrival of new works and furnishings, thanks to the generosity of the Cini heirs. These works and objects were originally in Vittorio Cini’s remarkable collection and now enhance the exhibition itinerary of the permanent collection on the first floor, also open to the public. 

All the newly arrived paintings and furnishings, as well as the “guests” at the Palace, will be subjects for the Art Conversations to be held during the Palazzo Cini Gallery season until 15 November. This series of meetings is conceived to provide opportunities for discussions about art with visitors, be they experts, enthusiasts or simply interested members of the public. The programme consists of regular dates at the Gallery with art historians and experts who will also illustrate the history of the Gallery and its collections. Visitors can thus explore the great themes of art history in a unique setting – a splendid museum-house containing masterpieces of Tuscan and Ferrarese paintings, fine wooden sculptures, enamels on copper made in Venice, Mediaeval and Renaissance ivories, porcelain and furnishings. 
Practical information:


Press preview: 18 September 2015 ore 11-13
Dates: 25 April – 15 November 2015
open: 11 am-7 pm, closed on Tuesdays (last admission 6.15 pm)
Venue: Palazzo Cini
Address: Campo San Vio, Dorsoduro 864 Venice
Tickets: 10 euro, concessions 8 euro
Info: palazzocini@cini.it
Web: www.palazzocini.it
Press information:
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