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A Menagerie of Wonders.
The Ancient Roman Lod Mosaic at the Fondazione Giorgio Cini 
The idea of hosting the Lod mosaic at the Fondazione Cini immediately appeared to be an opportunity not to be missed. How could a masterpiece of ancient Roman mosaic art not include an Italian stage on its international tour, which had seen it exhibited in some major world museums? 

The answer was that it had to brought to Italy. So we set to work at once and in a few months, thanks to the generous contribution of Patricia and Phillip Frost and the collaboration of the Israel Antiquities Authority and the Shelby White and Leon Levy Lod Mosaic Center, we succeeded in the operation of putting the superb Lod mosaic on show in Venice.

The Fondazione Cini, however, did not simply open the doors of its exhibition spaces. Keeping faith with our tradition of adopting an original approach also for hosted events, the exhibition has an “appendix”, curated by our Institute of Art History, which for the occasion sought the invaluable advice of Elisabetta Concina. A selection of photographs is thus also on display alongside the mosaic. Chosen from our archives, and especially the vast Photo Library of the Fondazione Cini Institute of Art History, the images refer to floor mosaics in some of the most important archaeological sites in Italy, such as Pompeii, Palestrina, Rome and Aquileia.

In addition, two videos have been produced. Made in collaboration with Archaeological Departments of the Veneto, Friuli Venezia Giulia and Emilia Romagna, the first is a fascinating journey in images documenting the extraordinary wealth of the Italian archaeological heritage, with a specific focus on the northern Adriatic area; this is also meant to suggest a travel itinerary to encourage visitors to explore further the themes of the exhibition. The second video offers a broader survey, extending the area of comparison with the Lod mosaic to the Mediterranean basin in an attempt to identify stylistic models, thematic affinities and iconographic similarities but also compositional differences and technical divergences.

These fascinating additions have transformed what might have been just another stage of an international tour – due to end in 2017 when the mosaic returns to Lod for a good – into a truly unique experience.
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